
 

It’s happened to anyone who has ever painted before.  You painstakingly tape off your walls expecting perfect, crisp lines, but as 

you slowly peel the tape off your heart sinks.  The paint bled through, and now you either have to touch it up by hand or live with 

a messy paint job.  Take heart!  With one simple step, you can eliminate paint bleed completely.   

 

If your drywall texture is completely smooth, perfect edges can easily be accomplished by using a good painter’s tape.  However, 

if your walls have even the slightest texture, simple painter’s tape won’t be enough.  While this tutorial uses pictures from a Her-

ringbone feature wall, the concept can be used when trying to accomplish perfect edges for any sort of pattern or paint edge.    

 

   

 

Herringbone pattern Tutorial 

The edge of the tape that meets the con-

trasting color is sealed with the back-

ground color, which is white in this example. 

The  key to getting a crisp paint line is to seal the tape edge with your back-

ground color before painting your contrasting color.  Let’s say you have white 

walls, and you want to do an accent color on an adjacent wall.  First, make 

sure your walls are clean and/or freshly painted and completely dry before 

starting.  Next, tape your edges with a high quality painter’s tape such as Frog 

Tape.  Be sure to push down the edges of the tape with your fingers as much 

as you can.  Before painting your accent color, you need to seal the edge of 

the tape by painting a thin coat of the background color over the top.  In this 

example, you would paint the white along the edge of the tape.  This seals all 

of the areas where the paint can get under the tape, so when you go back 

over with your accent color, all of the areas that would have bled through are 

already sealed with the background color.   

 

Read on for a step by step illustrations using the Herringbone pattern above! 
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In this example, the lines of the herringbone pattern are metallic gold, and the color blocks are a random mixture of three paint 

colors.  This pattern was achieved by layering the paint.  While it may look like the gold lines are painted over the color blocks, 

the reverse is true.  The gold paint is actually the bottom (or first) layer, and the other colors are applied on top of that.   

 

Here, the herringbone pattern is only 4 feet wide, so the outline is taped off.  The easiest way to ensure straight lines is to use a 

level instead of measuring at intervals from the adjacent walls.  Keep in mind that the walls and ceiling may not be level, so using 

that as a guide may not work. 

The next step is crucial in getting the crisp edges without any of the bleeding that can happen underneath the tape.  As men-

tioned above, the edges of the tape need to be sealed with the background wall color before applying the next layer.  The base 

color will bleed a bit under the tape edges, but because it is the same color as the wall, you can’t see it.  As it dries, it creates a 

seal to the next color can’t bleed under the tape as well. 

Seal the edges of the tape with 

the  background color. 

Tape off your outer edges. 
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After the “seal” on the tape dries, you can start painting the contrasting color.  In this example, the metallic gold is the next 

layer of paint.  This will eventually become the gold lines in the Herringbone pattern.  Depending on the color and type of paint, 

you may  need more than one coat.  Once that is completely dry you can tape your pattern.  In this method, the tape will be-

come the lines of our pattern.  So, anywhere there is tape, the gold will be exposed once the tape is removed.  Keep in mind 

that the width of the gold will depend on the width of the tape you choose.  Here, the Herringbone is random, so there is no 

exact pattern to follow.  Start by taping a few of the lines at the top and eyeball it from there.  If you want a more defined 

pattern, measure the same distance between each section as you go.   

 Paint the next layer of color after the paint on the edges dries. 
The gold wil l be exposed anywhere you put tape. 
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Because we are adding more color on top of the gold, we will need to seal the edges of the tape again.  The gold essentially be-

comes our background color.  While it may be faster to paint over the entire wall again, keep in mind that it will make the next 

steps quicker if you can easily see where the tape is once you start painting the color blocks. 

Seal the edges of the tape again.. A close up of the newly sealed edges.. 



After the edges dry, you can start adding the colors in the pattern you choose.  It may help to plan the color layout before you 

start painting, and mark the different sections with tape or a dab of paint.  Be sure to  step back often to look at how the overall 

pattern develops.    

After your last section is done, the fun begins!  While you can wait until the paint dries to peel the tape, you will get much better 

results if you pull the tape while it is still tacky.  Enjoy! 
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